Vulture’s Bluff, Mactaquac Falls (Zealand area)

Vulture's Bluff

Distance: 2 km loop (1 hr) *including the climber access trail.
Difficulty: Moderate/Challenging *if taking the climber access trail.
If you include the climber access trail, Vulture’s Bluff is actually one of the nicer hikes in
the greater Fredericton area.
CAUTION: The climber access trail goes down the south side of the bluff and is quite steep,
with rope assists in some places. There are high cliffs near this trail so be very careful!
*the climber access trail is not suitable for young children.
Getting There:
From Fredericton North, take highway 105 west to Mouth of Keswick.
Turn right onto highway 104 and drive 22.3 km through Burtts Corner and Zealand until you see the sign for Greenhill Lake.
Turn left onto the Greenhill Lake road and drive about 1.1 km and either park just past the last house on the right.
or drive another 300 meters to a small parking spot on the right, just before the road forks. (space for 2 cars)
Walk to the fork, then go left for a few meters, watching for the “Vulture’s Bluff” sign in the woods on the right.
The Trail:
The trail ascends quite steeply, and takes about 10 minutes to reach the top.
As the trail levels out near a lookout built between 2 trees, you can see Greenhill Lake to the north.
Farther along there is a large bare spot with a fire pit and benches.
Beyond this is a nice look off with large pines and views to the south and west.
From the Look-off, either return the way you came, or go down the left side of the slope from the Look-off, and
follow the climber access trail marked with orange flagging tape.
The climber access trail leads through a couple of switchbacks to the base of the cliff.

Here you will see an interesting rock overhang, and the remains of an old Vauxhall car that took a wild last ride!
Past the old car, a fainter side trail leads west along the cliff to a pile of large rocks forming a small cave.
About 20 meters to the east of the old car, the trail goes down through the woods for 90 meters to a wood road.
Turn right onto the wood road, walk up the road for 160 meters and take a narrower road on the right.
Follow this road back to your vehicle.

Mactaquac Falls
Distance: 8 km, 3 hours return
Difficulty: Moderate
*can be combined with the Vulture’s Bluff hike.
Park in the Vulture’s Bluff parking area. (46° 3.288'N 67° 2.305'W)
Walk south-west on an old wood road for about 440 meters and turn left onto a newer road.
Walk 640 meters south-east along the road to an intersection. (46° 2.960'N 67° 2.178'W)
Turn right and walk 800 meters south-east to a sharp left turn. (46° 2.565'N 67° 1.910'W)
Turn left and walk along the road for 600 meters to a wide Power Line.
Follow the road across the power line, and 50 meters on the other side to a sharp right turn. (46° 2.350'N 67° 1.247'W)
Turn right and follow this road west for 550 meters to a footpath on the left (orange flagging tape) (46° 2.234'N 67° 1.610'W)
Walk down the path for 300 meters to the falls. (46° 2.101'N 67° 1.489'W)
*the trail is steep near the falls and there are ropes to assist you.
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